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REVELATION, XIV. 13, 


AND I HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING UNTO 
ME, WRITE, BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHO DIE IN 
THE LORD, FROM HENCEFORTH : YEA, SAITH THE 
SP!RIT, THAT THEY MAY REST FROM THEIR LA- 
BOURS; AND THEIR WORKS DO FOLLOW THEM. 


I is uſual with us on the death of our friends to 
- Improve the mournful event by a ſermon on the 
occaſion, I feel a difficulty in the preſent inſtance, 
on account of my near and intimate connexion with 
the deceaſed. However, as well as I can, I will 


endeavour to comply with the general expectation. | 


| Our dear deceaſed friend made no mention of any | 
particular part of ſcripture which he would wiſh to | 
have improved, I have therefore ſelected the above, | 
as being the moſt ſuitable to the preſent occaſion 
of any that has occurred to my thoughts, The 
original deſign of the paſſage ſeems to have been to 
ſupport the afflicted followers of Chriſt in times of 
perſecution. Nothing could be better adapted to 
arm the holy martyrs againſt the terrors of death, 
than the ſentiment here exhibited. It does not 
ſeem, however, to be applicable to martyrs only, 
but is rather to be conſidered as a general truth, 
which, though applied to a particular caſe, is not 
to be confined to that caſe; but extended to every 
other particular comprehended within the general 
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deſign. A few introductory obſervations may 
throw ſome light upon the text, and lead us on to 
the principal ſubjects on which I mean to diſcourſe. 


Firſt, Let us obſerve the character deſcribed, 
thoſe who die in the Lord. The ſcriptures make 
frequent mention of believers as being united to 
Chriſt, or one with him. -If we be true believers 
in Chriſt we ſhall feel an union of heart with him, 
our principles, affections and purſuits will in a 
meaſure be the ſame as his; his cauſe will be our 
cauſe, his people our people, his ſervice our de- 
light, and the goſpel of ſalvation through his death 
our daily bread. The union between Chriſt and 
his people is frequently compared to the marriage 
union, as they who were twain become one fleſh, ſo 
they who are joined to the Lord are one ſpirit; and as 
in that caſe there is not only a mental, but a legal 
union, each becoming intereſted in the perſons and 
poſſeſſions of the other, ſo in this, we with all we 
have are Chriſt's, and Chriſt with all he hath is our's. 


Hence the language of the apoſtle, of him are ye 
iN Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto us wiſdom, 
and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and redemption. 
Hence alſo ariſes the deſirableneſs of being found ix 
him, not having our own righteouſneſs, which is of the 
law; but that which is through the faith of Chriſt, tbe 
righteouſneſs which is of God by faith.* An union like 
this wil! render us bleſſed even in death; death 
itſelf 


* 1 Cor. i. 30. Phil. iii. 9. 
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itſelf ſhall not be. able to diſſolve it, but ſhall rather 


introduce us to the full enjoyment of him whom our 
ſoul loveth. 


It is farther ſuppoſed of thoſe who die in the Lord, 
that they have abounded in good works; for it could 
not otherwiſe have been ſaid that they ſhould follow 
them. Thoſe whoſe only hope and reliance for ac- 
ceptance with God has been upon Jeſus Chriſt, and 
who have therefore diſclaimed all dependence upon 
their own works, have often been charged with 
being enemies to morality ; or, at leaſt, that their 
principles, if purſued to their juſt conſequences, 
would render them ſo; but I truſt the practice of 
theſe perſons in all ages has not been ſuch as to juſ- 
tify the charge. Perhaps, on the contrary, if we 
could ſurvey the ſpirit and manners of mankind 
with an impartial eye, we might find that they who 
thus believed in Jeſus were the moſt careful to 
maintain good works. Yea, and if we would ſearch 
the ſcriptures with an unprejudiced mind, we ſhould 
find that without an union with Chriſt it were a vain 
thing to expect good works, (truly fo called,) as 


vain as to expect fruit from a branch that ſhould be 
ſeparate from the vine. 


Secondly, The bleſſedneſs of the dead who die in 
the Lord, was declared by @ voice from heaven. —If 
the apoſtle had hearkened to the general voice of 
mankind, he would have heard a very different 
ſound. The world reckons him bleſſed that liveth, 
that 
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that liveth in proſperity. So natural is this to man 
that we all feel a kind of pity for our departed 
friends, but ſurely pity is never more unneceſſary ; 
the voice from heaven, whatever be the voice from 


earth, pronounces bleſſed are the dead who die in the 
Lord. 


Thirdly, The apoſtle was commanded to write 
it, —A mere voice paſſeth away, but a writing en- 
dureth. In this we ſee God's tender regard for his 
faithful ſervants, not merely in that age, but for 
ages to come. 


Fourthly, Their bleſſedneſs is declared to be from 
Benceſorth. I do not ſee how this can be underſtood 
as referring to the time of the Spirit's ſpeaking, 
for that would imply, that before that time thoſe 
who died in the Lord were not bleſſed. It ſeems, 
I think, plainly to refer to the time of their depar- 
ture from the body, and is one of the many paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture in which we are taught the 
doctrine of a ſeparate ſtate, 


Laſtly, The bleſſedneſs which awaits thoſe who 
die in the Lord conſiſts partly in a reft from their 
labours, and partly in a glorious reward, expreſſed 
by their works, following them. | 


It is upon this laſt obſervation that I ſhall princi- 
pally enlarge in this diſcourſe, as the moſt important 
ideas of the text ſeem to be here included. Let 
us firſt take a view of the heavenly ſtate under the 

ideas 


* 


3 
ideas here given, and then conſider the uſes that 


ſuch a proſpect is adapted to promote. 


I. Let us view the heavenly ſtate under the ideas 
of a reſt from labour, and a reward for it. -The 


term labour does not convey the idea of ſimple 


exerciſe, for we ſhall never ceaſe from thar, but 
rather increaſe it. The inhabitants of heaven are 
more active than ever they were upon earth, They 
are repreſented as ſerving God day and night in his 
temple; yea, and 2s though all our ſervices in this 
world were unworthy of the name, it is ſaid, There 


bis ſervants ſhall ſerve him, Nor is the reſt here 


ſpoken of to be underſtood of a mere ceſſation 
from exerciſe in the grave, for that would afford 


no bleſſedneſs. The term labour conveys the idea of 
painful exerciſe, wearine)s, or fatigue. The ſame 


word is uſed in 2 Cor. xi. 29. where the apoſtle 
ſpeaks of being in wearine/s and painfulneſs. 


A great part of the chriſtian life conſiſts in an 
oppoſition. He that would gain the heavenly prize 
muſt oppoſe the courſe of this world, muſt ſtrive 
againſt the ſtream of falſe principles and wicked 
practices, againſt the evil cuſtoms and manners of 
the age and place in which he lives. It has been 
obſerved that mankind go through the world in a 
body—that they draw one another on in their prin- 
ciples and manners—that, like the drops of water 
which compoſe a tide, they acquire ſtrength and 
influence by their numbers—and that whatever 

general 
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general direction they take, that is, ſor the time 
being, the courſe of this world. Like the tide, it is 
ever rolling, though not in the ſame direction. In 
former ages it was a courſe of pagan idolatry, in 
latter ages of popiſh ſuperſtition and cruelty, and 
in the preſent age it is a courſe of infidelity and 
profaneneſs. To oppole this current is labour, 


It was no ſmall matter for the glorious tribes of 
martyrs, in every age, to hold faſt the faith of the 
goſpel. They had not only to encounter their ad- 
verſaries, but their own natural feelings. They 
were men, and men of like paſſions with ourſelves. 
They had wives, and children, and friends, and 
the various endearing ties of human nature, each 
of which would cry in their ears, ſpare thyſelf! 
Think, brethren, what labour it muſt have been 
for them to encounter the hardſhips and cruelties 
to which a faithful adherence to God expoſed them! 
— Nor is it any ſmall matter to ſet oneſelf againſt 
the temptations of the world. There is a faſhion in 
every thing, even in religion; and it requires a 
fortitude of mind to withſtand its influence, and to 
adhere to the dictates of ſcripture, let them be ſtig- 
matized as they may. Nor does it require leſs for- 
titude to withſtand the current of evil cuſtoms, by 
which we may be certain, in many caſes, to expoſe 
ourſclves to ſcorn and contempt. Theſe things, I 
ſay, are labour, labour from which the dead, who 
die in the Lord, are at reſt, The courſe of this 

| world 
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world has no longer any influence on them, they 
are arrived in the deſired haven, where neither tide 
nor tempeſt can affect them, 


Again, Our ſervices for God in the preſent ſtate 
may very properly be called labour, on account of 
the natural infirmities and afflictions which here 
attend us, and eſpecially in the laſt ſtages of life, 
The molt active chriſtian, whoſe delight in his 
Lord's work has been ſuch as to render it its own 
reward, will ſoon find the years draw nigh, in which 
he ſhall ſay, I have no pleaſure in them. It is then 

that the ſtrength is labour and ſorrow. It is then 
that the ſpirit is often willing when the fleſh 1s 
weak. Our dear deceaſed friend experienced 
much of this for the laſt few years of his life. 
Reading and prayer, and every other religious duty, 
was a labour; but the tabernacle, in which he 
groaned, is now diſſolved: he is now at reſt from 
his labours. 


Once more, The greateſt and moſt - grievous 
ſtruggle of all is, owing to our own native depravity. 
It is this that forms the moſt dangerous ſtream 
againſt which we have to ſtrive, We may withdraw 
ourſelves from the world, but not from this; this 
will accompany us in all our retirements, and in all 
our efforts. He that is contented to ſerve the Lord 
with mere bodily exerciſe, may feel no manner of 
difficulty from this quarter; but he that would 
worſhip God in Spirit, and in truth, that would 

meditate, 


( 10 ) 
meditate, pray, praiſe, preach, or hear as he ought, 
will find it the great burden of his life. A mind 
prone to forget God, and wander in forbidden paths, 
an heart unaffeted with the great things of God, 
flying off from him, and fixing upon things that do 
not profit, theſe are matters which made an apoſtle 
exclaim, O, wretched man that Tam! It is theſe 


which render our life a labour, To be at reſt from 
theſe, is heaven indeed ! 


But another idea afforded us of che heavenly ſtate, 
is that of a reward; Thoſe who die in the Lord, not 
only reſt from their labours, but their works do 
folloto them. It has been a common obſervation on 
this paſſage, and for aught I know a juſt one, that 
their works are not ſaid to go before them as a ground 
or matter of Juſtification, but to follow them, as 
witneſſes in their favour. I apprehend, however, 
they will not only follow them as witneſſes, but will 
have place amongſt the intermediate cauſes of their 
felicity. It is true they will conſtitute no part of 
our title to eternal life, that is the free gif? of Ged, 
through Jęſus Chriſt cur Lord; ſ but a title to ad- 
miſſion being thus conferred, they will contribute 
to augment our bliſs. The ſcriptures every where 
teach us that the ſervices and ſufferings of the faith- 
ful, ſhall meet with a divine reward, which though 
not of debt, but of grace, is nevertheleſs a reward, 
which it could not be if what was enjoyed in the life 


ro 
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E 
to come, had no relation to what was done in the 
preſent life. 


God will reward his ſervants at the laſt day with 
his public approbation before an aſſembled world. 
The king ſhall ſay unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdem prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. For I was an 
hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirſty ,and ye gave 
me drink: I was a ſtranger, and ye took me in: naked, 
and ye clothed me: I was ſick, and ye viſited me: I was 
in priſon, and ye came unto me. Nor ſball their works 
ſtop here, but ſhall follow them into the heavenly 
ſtate itſelf, and furniſh matter of joyful recollection 
for ever; affording a kind of meaſure according to 
which their reward in heaven will be conferred. 
The whole current of ſcripture appears to me to 
teach us, that there will be degrees of happineſs as 
well as miſery in the future ſtate, and thoſe who 
have ſerved the Lord with the greateſt fidelity aud 
zeal in this world, will enjoy the greateſt portion of 
mental bliſs in the world to come. It the /abours 
which we here endure have a tendency to meeten us 
for the heavenly ret; if preſent bitters will render 
future ſweet the ſweeter; and if it is thus that our 
light affliftion, which is but for a moment, WORKETH 
FOR US @ far more, exceeding, and eternal weight . 
glory; it muſt then follow that there will be ſome 
proportion between our preſent labours and our future 
enjoyments. I mean, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that 

= _ thoſe 
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thoſe who have laboured but little for God will 


enjoy an equal portion of fclicity with thoſe who 
have laboured much. 


po no other principle, that I can ſee, can we 
under ſtand thoſe paſſages of ſcripture which exhort 
us to lay up treaſure in heaven—to lay up in ſtore for 
ourſelves a good foundation againſt the time to come ;j—= 
which encourage us under reproaches and perſecu- 
tions for the name of Chriſt, ſaying, great is your 
reward in heaven; —and which warn us, ſaying, Be 
not deceived, God is not mocked: for whatſoever à man 
ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reep. For he that ſoweth to 
his fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption : but he that 
Soweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap life ever- 
laſting. - He that ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly ; 
but he that ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap bountifully. 
For wwe muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt, that every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done whether it be good 
or bad.“ We ſer here that laying out ourſelves for 
God, is laying up treaſure in heaven, and that ever- 


laſting life is an harveſt that will grow out of the 
ſeed ſown to the Spirit. 


Some ſerious people have, demurred upon this 
ſubject, leſt it ſhould affect the doctrine of ſalvation 
by grace, and encourage boaſting. Indeed if thoſe 
works which follow us into the heavenly ſtate, were 


ro 
* Nlatt, vi. 19, 20, 1 Tim. vi. 18. Matt. v. 12, Gal. vi. 7, 8. 
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to be aſcribed to us as their firſt cauſe, and were 
conſidered as the proper meritorious ground of our 
reward, there would be weight in the objection; but 
if it be the Lord who hath wrought all our works in 
us, and if the reward with which he is pleaſed to 
crown them is a matter of grace, and not of debt, 
where then is boaſting? It is only God's graciouſly 
rewarding his own work. If ten thouſand crowns 
were placed upon the chriſtian's head, he would caſt - 
them immediately at his Redeemer's feet, ſaying, 
Not unto us, not unto us, but to thy name give glory! 


It is through the intimate union between Chriſt 
and believers, that they are not only accepted in 
him, but what they do for Chriſt is accepted alſo, 
and rewarded for his ſake. The Lord had reſpe 
unto Abel, Ax To RS OFFERING, We are not only 
accepted in the beloved, but our ſacrifices become 
acceptable to God through Jeſus Chriſt.* As there is 
no fin ſo great, but God for Chriſt's ſake can forgive 
it, no bleſſing ſo great, but he can beſtow ir, ſo 
there is no ſervice ſo ſmall, if done from love to 
him, but he will reward it. A cup of cold water 
given to a diſciple becauſe be belongs to him, will inſure 
a diſciple's reward. N 


God's graciouſly connecting bleſſings with the 
obedience of his people, ſerves to ſhew not only his 
love to his Son, and to them, bur alſo his love to 
holineſs and righteouſneſs. -A father may deſign to 

B 2 give 
* Gen. iv. 4. 1 Pat. ii. 5. | 


( 14 ) 


give an inheritance to his child, and various other 
accommodations—he may deſign alſo to fit him as 
much as may be, for'the enjoyment of what he has 
to beſtow upon him. —On this principle he will 
connect almoſt every gift, or favour that he confers 
with ſome act of filial duty. It is eaſy to ſee in this 
caſe that the father does not conſider theſe things as 
_the child's due, upon the footing of merit, for all 
that he did was ſimply his duty; but love to his 
child induced. him to give, and love to diligence, 
obedience, and good order, induced him to give it in 
ſuch a manner. It is thus that God gives grace and 
glory. It is thus that in this life, finding is connected 
with /ceking, forgiveneſs with confeſſion, and ſalvation 
with believing; and in the life to come, eternal glory 
with ſuffering, warring, and overcoming. It is thus 
that God diſplays at the ſame time -the freeneſs of 
his grace, and his love of righteouſneſs and good 
order. Grace reigns in a way of righteouſneſs 
through the whole ſyſtem of ſalvation. Thoſe that 
are ſaved ſhall be ſufficiently convinced that it is all 
of grace, while on the other hand all ſhall Tee the 
equity and fitneſs of the divine proceedings in 
judging every man according to his works. 


Bur I proceed, 


II. To conſider the uſes that this two- fold idea of 
the heavenly ſtate is adapted to promote,—All 
divine truth has a tendency to do us good, and the 
ſentiments taught us in this paſſage are adapted to 
our preſent ſituation, | Firſt, 
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Firſt, A reſt for thoſe who die in the Lord, may 
reconcile us to the loſs of our deareſt chriſtian 
friends, ſeeing they are gone to the poſſeſſion of it, 
and are from henceforth bleſſed. When our Lord 
Jeſus was about to leave the world, and his diſciples 
were overmuch dejected at the thoughts of his 
going, he told them, If ye loved me, ye would rejoice 
becauſe I ſaid J go to the Father, for my Father is 
greater than [—which is, as if he had ſaid, “ The 
glory and happineſs which my Father poſſeſſeth, and 
which I go to poſſeſs with him, is greater than any 
thing I can here enjoy; if therefore ye loved me in 
a proper manner, inſtead of weeping at my depar- 
ture, ſurely ye would rejoice at it.“ If the love that 
we bear to our chriſtian friends was but properly 
directed, if our minds were but capacious enough to 
take all things into conſideration, we ſhould mingle 
Joy with all our mourning on their account, 


Secondly, A reſt before us may reconcile us who 
are left behind, to all the labours, and pains and 
wearineſs of life. We need not tire, or want to fit 
down here, there will be time enough to reſt us by 
and by, Nor need we be diſcouraged with all the 
trials of the preſent ſtate, What though it were in 
wearineſs and painfulneſs, in hunger and thirſt, in cold 
and nakedneſs, that we had to paſs the remainder of 
our days? What though bonds and afflictions 
ſhould abide us? The ſufferings of this preſent time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory that 

ſhall 
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ſhall be revealed in us. The reſt that remains will 
make us forget all our toil, as Joſeph ſaid, and all 
cur father's houſe ; ſo forget it however, as never to 
think of it any more, but with joy and thankfulneſs. 


Thirdly, The glorious reward before us may 
ſtimulate us to work for God, with all our might, 
while life continues. It is affecting to conſider 
what we are doing in this life as the ſeeds of an 
eternal harveſt, Let us keep this thought habitu- 
ally in view. There is a way of turning the ills of 
life into a good, yea, an everlaſting good. Every 
temptation to evil that accofts us is a price put into 
our hands, it affords us an opportunity of proving 
our love to God, by denying ourſelves in that 
inſtance for his ſake. The ſame may be ſaid of af- 
flictions, - they afford us an opportunity for the 
exerciſe of patience, and acquieſcence in the will of 
God; and what an harveſt of joy ſuch things may 
iſſue in, is beyond our capacity to conceive. 
Perhaps it was under ſome ſuch views as theſe, that 
the primitive chriſtians were uſed to rejoice in triby- 
lation, and were exhorted to count it all joy, when 
they fell into divers temptations, 


Finally, If our works will follow us, we have 
reaſon to tremble as well as rejoice. The works of 
thoſe who die out of Chriſt, as well as the others, 
will follow them. Their life is a ſeed-time, and 
they alſo will receive an harveſt. All men have their 
opportunities, their temptations, and their afflic- 

tions; 
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tions; and they will work in ſome way, either as a 
ſayour of life unto life, or of death unto death; 


either an eternal weight of glory, or of infamy and 
miſery. 


But what ſhall I ſay in immediate reference to 
the preſent melancholy occaſion? I wiſh I could 
ſay ſomething that might have a tendency to com- 
fort thoſe that mourn, We have all ſuſtained a 
heavy loſs. The town has loſt one that ſought its 
welfare, the poor have loſt a benefactor, the church, 
of which he was a member and an officer, has loſt 
one the ſtudy of whoſe life it was to promote its 
proſperity; thoſe who had the pleaſure of an intimate 
acquaintance with him have loſt a ſteady, faithful 
and judicious friend; and you, my friend, the 
partner of his life, you have ſuſtained a heavier 
loſs than any of us. But let us try and conſider, 
the loſs 1s not ſo great but that it might have been 
greater. We have not to ſorrow as thoſe that have 
no hope. Our grief is confined to ourſelves. We 
have no cauſe to weep on his account. This 1s a 
thought which though frequently mentioned on ſuch 
occaſions as theſe, yet can never be ſufficiently 
realized. To bury a chriſtian friend, is nothing at 
all in compariſon of burying thoſe relatives, of 
whoſe piety we have no well-grounded ſatisfaction. 
Add to this, the mercy of God in not taking him 
away in the prime of his life and health and uſcful- 
neſs. Had he been removed ten or twelve, or even 

five 
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five or fix years ago, the ſtroke had been much 
more felt by all his connexions than it is now, 


I have often admired the wiſdom and mercy of 
God in theſe things, We ſee the threatening hand 
of God laid upon one of our deareſt friends or rela- 
tives—at firſt we think we can never endure the 
loſs - but the affliction continues—mean while the 
weight which he ſuſtained in ſociety 1s gradually 
removed, and falls by degrees upon his friends 
about him—life becomes a burthen to himſelf—at 
length the very ſame principle that made it appear 
impoſſible for us to endure a ſeparation, renders 
us incapable of praying or even wiſhing for ais con- 
tinuance—and thus the burthen that we ſhould 
ſcarcely have known how to bear becomes tolerable 


by being let down, as it were, gradually upon our 
ſhoulders, ED 


Our dear friend has left many relations behind 
him, moſt of whom, I ſuppoſe, may at this time be 
preſent. My dear friends, I have often heard him 
expreſs his anxiety for ſeveral of you, both as to 
your temporal and ſpiritual welfare. Some of you 
may have been apt to conſider him as an enviable 
character on account of his wealth, but be aſſured, 
he was much more enviable on account of his 
piety; you need not wiſh ſo much to live like him 


as a gentleman, as to live and die like him as a 
chriſtian, 


Bur, 
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But, I ſuppoſe, it will be expected that I ſhould 
ſay ſomething more particularly of the deceaſed 
himſelf, I have commonly declined ſaying much 
on this head, and I ſtill think that, generally ſpeak- 
ing, it is right to do ſo, becauſe the generality of 
characters, even of good men, have nothing in them 
very remarkable or worthy of being held up for our 
imitation, But, for this very reaſon, I think in ſome 
caſes it would be wrong to omit it. Perhaps no 
human writings have had a better effect than the 
lives of eminently holy men. When, therefore, any 
ſuch characters appear amongſt us, I think it is 


right to collect as much as we can, the remembrance 
of which may be of general uſe. 


So far as education and parental example could 
influence, our deceaſed friend might be ſaid to have 
known the Holy Scriptures from a child. His fa- 
mily for generations paſt have walked in the ways 
of piety. His great” grandfather, Mr. William 
Wallis, was the founder, and firſt minifler of the 
church of which you and I are members. He 
founded it in 1696. His grandfather, Mr. Thomas 
Wallis, ſucceeded in the ſame office. It was in his 
time that the late Dr. Gill, and the late Mr. Brine, 
were both called to the miniſtry. He died in 1726, 
and his funeral ſermon is ſaid, as in the preſent 
inſtance,* to have been preached in this place, on 

C account 


5 From a reſpect to Mr. Wallis's memory, a great number of people 
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account of the number of people who attended- it. 
His father, Mr. William Wallis, though not a mi- 
niſter as his predeceſſors had been, was a very re- 
ſpectable member of the ſame community. When 
he died, which was in 1757, his fon, our deceaſed 
friend, was but twenty-two years of age. From his 
earlieſt years he was under ſtrong convictions of the 
truth and importance of religion; but the moſt re- 
markable impreſſion of this ſort was made at the 
death of his father. It was then, as he ſaid, that he 
went and prayed to God, and thought within him- 
ſelf, „O that I had but an intereſt in Chriſt! and 
felt all the world, and all its enjoyments to be mere 
vanity without it.“ | 


At the time of his fathers death he wa a brother, 
Mr. Foſeph Wallis, about twelve years of age. The 
amiable piety. of that young man is ſaid to have ap- 
peared at an early period; but to the great grief of 
his friends, eſpecially of his brother, he was carried 
off by the ſmall-pox in the nineteenth year of his 
age. , DONS OM 
In the year 1763, at the age of twenty-eight, Mr, 
Wallis became a member of the ſame chriſtian com- 
_— in which his reien had lived and died. 
About 


attended his funeral. Our own place of worſhip was conſidered as 
too {mall to contain them; and having, in a reſpectful manner, been 
offered the uſe of the independent meeting-houſe in the town, the 
above diſcourſe was delivered there. 'This circumſtance accounts for 
Tome little variation of phraſeology, which an attentive reader may 
obſerve in what relates to the church, 
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About five years after he was choſen to the office of a 
deacon; an office which he has filled with honour and 
ſatisfaction for twenty-four years. It was a great 
bleſſing to the church, eſpecially when, for the ſpace 
of five years, they were deſtitute of a miniſter, that 
he was inveſted with this office, and was then in the 
prime of life and uſefulneſs. It will long be remem- 
| bered with what meekneſs of wiſdom he preſided in 
the church during that uncomfortable interval; and 
how, notwithſtanding all the diſadvantages of ſuch 
a ſituation, they were not only preſerved in peace, 
but gradually increaſed, till a miniſter was ſettled 
amongſt them, 


God endued him with a ſound underſtanding, and 
a ſolid judgement. His knowledge was extenſive, 
and his obſervations on men and things, ripened by 
long experience, were juſt and accurate. He had a 
quick ſenſe of right and wrong, of propriety and 
impropriety, which rendered his counſel of great 
eſteem i in caſes of difficulty. 


To this was added a ſpirit of a#ivity. Though; 
during the greater part of his life, he was out of 
trade; yet his head and hands were always, full with 
the concerns of others, either, thoſe of private in- 
dividuals with which he was entruſted; or matters 
of public utility, He would riſe hy five im the 
morning in ſummer, and be as diligent all the day 
as if he had had his bread to obtain by the ſweat of 
the brow, | 
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But, perhaps, one of the moſt prominent features 
of his character was fincerity, or integrity of heart. 
This was a temper of mind that ran through all his 
concerns. In a cauſe of righteouſneſs he poſſeſſed 
a ſeverity which rendered it almoſt impoſſible for 
treachery to ſtand before him. He was prudent, 
but his prudence never degenerated into low policy, 
or any thing that deſerved the name of ſubtilty. If 
motives of mere prudence were propoſed to him he 
would heſitate, nor would he accede till he had 
thought whether the meaſure-was right. If he could 
but ſatisfy himſelf on that head, he would be regard- 
Jeſs of conſequences, or of popular opinion. Even 
in his contributions one might perceive his love of 
righteouſneſs. Though an œconomiſt from prin- 
ciple, he had nothing of the niggard; only convince 
him that a cauſe was right, (and that was eaſily done 
if it was ſo) and he would engage in it with all his 
heart, nor think much of any expence. © I wiſh to 
do what is right, he would ſay, and leave conſe- 
quences.” He was a ſtanding example of the falſe- 
hood of that ſyſtem which teaches, that ® flattery 
is eſſential to politeneſs.” If to behave in ſuch a 
manner as to gain the eſteem of all deſcriptions of 
men, be politeneſs, he was polite: yet he hated 
flattery. He would neither flatter, nor be flattered 
by others. The true ſecret by which he obtained 


eſteem, was an unaffected modeſty, mingled with 
kindneſs and goodneſs, 


He 


X 
He poſſeſſed a peculiar deciſiveneſs of character. 


His judgement was generally formed with flow de- 


liberation ; but having once made up his mind, it 


was not eaſily altered. He was deciſive in the prin- 


ciples he embraced. He held nothing with a looſe 


hand. He obſerved to me, a few weeks before he 


died, when mentioning what he conceived to have 
been his great defects in religion, that it was not a 
wavering diſpoſition. I have not, ſaid he,“ been 
toſſed about with every wind of doCtrine.” He has 
ſometimes ingenuouſly confeſſed, that he thought 
himſelf more in danger of erring by a prejudiced 
attachment to received principles, than by the con- 
trary. He was equally deciſive in matters of practice. 
He ſcarcely ever went about a matter with indif- 


ference. What his hand found him to do, he did 


it with his might. Haviog formed his judgement 
that ſuch a matter was right, he would purſue it with 
indefatigable induſtry, patience and perſeverance; 
he would wade through difficulties that would have 
diſcouraged moſt men; nor was he ever ſatisfied till 
he had accompliſhed his end. 


There are few men that have poſſeſſed a greater 
degree of genuine humility. It is often ſeen where 
perſons of affluence unite with a chriſtian commu- 
nity, they conſider themſelves as doing great honour 
to it, and expect great homage in return. But this 
every one that knew him can bear witneſs was not 
his ſpirit. It was not natural to him to aſſume the 


airs 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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airs of a Diotrephes, or to avail himſelf of the in- 
fivence which his circumſtances and ſituation af- 
forded him, to lord it over God's heritage. He was. 
formetimes warm and ſanguine, but that was not 
frequent, and never, but when he conſidered himſelf 
as engaged in the cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs, 


To this may be added, there was a vein of ſerious 
godlineſs that ran through his life. It is true, he was 
len dejected in his own mind left he ſhould be 
found wanting at laſt; fo much ſo, as to give con- 
fiderable pain to his friends. © There is ſomething 
in religion, he would ſay, with which I fear I have 
been all my life unacquainted.” This dejection I 
attribute, in a great degree, to conſtitution, There 
are few characters that have diſcovered a greater 
fear of God, a greater acquieſcence in the way of 
fal vation through a crucified Saviour, or a greater 
concern to ſpend his life in doing good. That which 
would have hurt the pride of many a rich man, 
namely, to unite with the poor and the illiterate as 
his brethren, was no mortification to him; —on the 
contrary, he has lately ſaid, © I reckon it the greateſt 
honour of: my life to have been employed in - 
moting the intereſt of Chriſt.“ 


There is one circumſtance more which I cannot 
omit, About a week before he died, he requeſted 
that a few of his chriſtian friends might come and 
ice him and pray with him. Five of us went to ſee 
tin; When there he told us, © he did not wiſh us 
8 to 
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to pray for his life; he conſidered it as the will of 
God that he ſhould die” - and he added, © his will 
be done! But pray, faid he, that if there are any ſins 
of which | have been guilty, and have not yet re- 
pented; any fins for which God hath any contro- 
verſy with me, that he would give me a proper ſenſe 
of them before I die. Or, if not, that I might en- 
Joy the light of his countenance ia death.” We 
were all exceedingly affected. After praying with 
him about an hour, he gathered up what little 
ſtrength he had, and addrefſed himſelf to us with a 
kind of ſolemn farewell. He reminded us of the 
difficulties we had been brought through as a church, 
expreſſed his ſatisfaction in leaying us in ſo com- 
fortable a fituation, recommended us to love one 
another, and ſolemnly commended us to the bleſſing 
cf God !—Surely I ſhall never forget this tender 
parting! But I have done, He would have invited 
others of his friends whom he equally loved, but 
his ſtrength began to fail him; and in a few days, 
after a long ſeries of afflictions, which he bore with 
great patience, calmneſs, and relignation to God, 
he fell aſleep. | 
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